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THK EXECUTIVE OFFICE IN VIHOINIA.
At tJit» time of writing we do not know what reeult,ii any, ha* Imjoii arrived at by (lie driooentl of

Viririiiiu uMa/«inl,la(l in <i-nvolition at Peterabnrir.
The indications are (hut tho oouvoutiou is a very
stormy one, more atormy even, it' possible, than
those of 18-15 and 1851. Wo have explained the
values which render these bodice in Virginia always ^
move or leas boisterous, and we trust that in the
present case, as in all past ones, the convention will
act us a safety -valve for letting oft all e-xoileineiit and

w
bad feeling from among the democracy, and that ita
excited debatea will be succeeded by good feeling

f and courier'ted and combined effort on the part of
all concerned in behalf of the fortunate nominee.

After all, the office of Virginia governor, honors- 'j
ble aa it may be in name, is one very barren of ^
power or authority. Since the days of Lord Dunmoroand tho vigorous struggles which were so

long carried on between that right royul gov-
eraor and the Iiiirgeates, Virginiu bus been aftlictedwith a chronic jealousy of the "onc-iuan

power." The tirst constitution of tlie Commonwealtb,framed in 1776, made of the executive office
nothing but a sort of head-clcrkship of public accounts; and such was the jealousy with which the
ueers of the Old Dominion, then engaged in mortal
conflict with George III, regarded this substitute for
a King, that they set not only a legislature over him,
composed of two houses, the popular one armed with
all powers legislative anil executive, hut they also

appniuted somo dozen or twenty conscript fathers of
the State to watcli over liini incessantly, and to stand

prepared at a moment's warning to put their feet
upon the neck of the counterfeit tyraut. No act of

L

the governor was legal or complete unices lie had
taken the advice of this executive council, and the

^
family quarrels which were thus engendered between ,

the members of the executive of our Mother of

States and Statesmen were even more ferocious than
those which now take place in party conventions
such as that now in session at Petersburg.

In 1830 this plural, ponderous, and most uuharmo- '

nious executive was continued in Virginia ; the governorbeing still allowed no discretionary powers,
which were all concentrated in the house of delegates; and being still subjected to the officious and
vexatious surveillance of an executive council composedthis time of throe members. If an account of

but a dollar and a quarter for shoes furnished the

negro servant attending in the Capitol were presentedfor his warrant 011 the treasurer, it eould not be
paid unless the advice of thoso grave sentinels

perched upon the watch-towers of Virginia liberty,
the throe counsellors, had been taken.

Unawares, however, in spite of the vigilance of
the constitution framera of 1830, and by accidental
enactment of the house of delegates in an unthoughtSfill moment, the governor did acquire a large patronageand power for a few years, in virtue of boiug
made ex officio chief of the State'* Hoard of Public
Works, a board which was charged with the constructionof the extensive -railroads and the great
canal upon wnjcn me tonimonwcaini ciiinarKeii nctweontho years 1835 and 1850. Tliu patronage of
this board was very considerable, reaching, in the
aggregate for all the works, some thirty millions of
dollars ; and the governorship sprang up at once

into a considerable power in the 8lute.
But this hay day was of very short duration. The

constitutional convention of lb50, with fell hand,
I struck down at one blow the whole prurient fabric

of a few years'growth. The constitution of '50 created
a now board of public works, not elected, as

the preceding one was, including the governor himself,
by the legislature, but elected by tho people ;

and it confined the governor once more to his old
routine duties touching tho public accounts, the
militia, liro penitentiary, and the pardoning prerog:
ative. By this time, however, the ridiculous inu[
tility of the executive council had become a by-word

> of derision, and tho governor was relieved of tho

| humiliating surveillance of this superfluous body.
Thus, ever siuco the year 1776 the conventions and

legislatures of Virginia have been making unceasing
warfare upon King George and his despised viceroy,

| Lord Dumnore, in the person of their unlucky governor; and such is the traditional hatred which has
been unconsciously cherished in the popular bosom
of Virginia to this day, of the one-man power, that

; it is as much as any man's popularity in tho State is
worth to be for a single term governor of Virginia.
That prostrated figuro in tho State coat of arms,
those biting words of sic semper tyrannis, are always
tuore or less personified in tho mind's eye of the

people by their unlucky govornor. He can do uoth- .i ...inHie ..

Alig bli»V Will i'lvaov wi.v-.il. *1.0 vvvsjr «vf .0 ouuui w,

' subject of their censure or ridicule. His office is a

mausoleum of reputation and popularity.
1 The angry occurrences at Petersburg arc but anotherinstance of the "much ado about nothing."
There is 110 patronage belonging to lite otlice to excitethe cupidity of the corrupt; there is 110 power
in the offico to enlist the solicitude of a great party.
There is nothing but the barren honor attaching to
the title of Governor which is at stake in the convention.The excitement at Petersburg illustrates,
however, the disinterested zeal in thoir politics
which characterizes the masses in Virginia. Their
enthusiasm in these matters is eminently Platonic.They will struggle with infinitely more zeal
and desperilion for an office of honor than for one of
emolument. |
POLITICAL ROMANCE AND FORTUNE TELLERS.
The astrologers, fortune-tellers, seers, and prophetsare not all engaged in the disclosure of love,

marriage, long voyages and short troubles, of letters
to come full of good news and of money and a varietyof other matters, "very important if true." Our
Messed country is full of political prophets lYom
whom it is ueixt to impossible to hide a single event
of the future.men who, it must bo confessed, tell a

| great inanv truths, and authenticate them by uuqucs
tionable authority. They inske the entire circuit of
xttairs.get on all sides of every question.circumnavigatethe political globe, and describe it* topogaphyand geography with a minuteness which is
certain to make them the best of prophet* and seers.

The public mind is singularly alive to the recollectionof everything that is foretold and equally oblivionsto the whole record of false reports, so that
on* stands in 110 danger of being convicted of fuilure,
while the chances are immensely on his side that he

#

all anticipate something that in* to court. 'l'he»e
rtive and istutc members of society have hush d
iotaselves <»f late very much about the affairs of the
awn Establishment, and have indicated so many
liangos in its organism, that if a messenger should
appen to be called away from his duties for a day
r two, they could certainly point to a paragraph
^retelling it all. They have, also, about twice a week,
car ranged Mr. Iluchanan's cabinet and as for the
outents of the mi usage and the reportu of the doparticnts,they are exposed with all of Judge Edmonds'
ceuracy in spiritual manifestations concerning the
itIan lie cable. The latter gentleman is informed
y some telegraphic operator who has gone to "the
pirit land" that the difficulty iu the cahle is uonre.lierenear the Irish coast. So doubt bis informant
r interested in pome rival line, or ho would have
iveil us the exact poiut of obstruction and tlie pre-

repared, of course, to ques'ion the accuracy of

udge Edmonds' medium; but, whoever ho may bo,
e is a long way in advance of the ueors who distosoho much about thin paper.
It in a great good fortune that we have in the UnisdStates a free press and the fullest liberty of

peech. These are blessings of incalculable value.
sure means of producing conflict between mind

nd miud, greatly to the advantage of the -whole
onnnunity. If in this way our progress can be seuredto the extent of opening men's minds to a

nowledge of the past, present, and future, insomchthat no "secrets shall be hid," we shall sooii olv
iale the necessity of inuiiitainiiig schools, coleges,and even iittwspa]ier8. If, however, one is
o judge of the radical failures of late of the
lews mongers to foretell the truth or to keep the
rorld advised of what has actually taken place,
ve greatly fear the day is distant when we can

tispeuse with the press as an organ of sensible
liscussion, if not of prophecy and fortune-telling,
i'liis latter department of journalism, wo respectullysuggest to our great cotemporaries iu New
fork, is in very niuch the condition of a small
tillage which happens to be blessed with half a

lo/.en busy-bodies, who run from house to house
ticking up news, and contrive, after a little time, to
;et the whole community by the ears. Some genius in
Vow York, who has an axe to grind, employs a

Washington agent t't scud exoress l>v telerrrutth a

property totally lost, at M-n this yrar, on Itihivo ot damage
to veeaels not auiolfoting to u total Ions, and of partial
losses of rargo, fa estimated fit $$,045,30 I. Iaat year in
the same time, the amount wax $10,2,60,800 The louse*
of the month of Noveiufwr iv, n $60.1,500, and Included
seven ships two largo »hi|u-. and live of modi tin, tonnageBoth the large ships and one of the smaller class
were destroyed by Are,

tolling initiatory message. It is thus stamped as

in important affair ; and is road by thousands who
regard it as a wonderful evidence of the sagacity and
prophetic powers of the inipiisitorial correspondent.

It is perfectly fair to say that nine-tenths of all the
matter sent from this city over the wires is either
mere idle speculation or absolutely unimportant. Ho
far lias this work progressed tliat it becomes very
doubtful whether the home readers of the journals
referred to do not demand such stuff as a species of
recreation for the body rather than as an employmentof the mind.

THE EDITOR OF TIIE TIMES AND THE UEi'flSLI
CAN TARTY.

The Tribune is making a strong effort to elevate
Mr. Raymond, of the Times, in the estimation of the
country, by proving that ho lias abandoned the republicanparty. It is certainly very kind in Mr.
t lreeley thus to bolster up and certify to the patriotismand good sense of Mr. Raymond ; but wo beg
leave to suggest that too much stress should not bo
laid on the fact that the Times editor was ever a

member of the republican family. The peoplo of
the United States arc proverbially charitable ; insomuchthat it. is extensively believed that " new converts"stand more than an even chance of promotion
over those who never offended. He this as it may, we

so dislike error that, when a man abandons its counselsand puts aside its allurements, we feel very
much like putting rings 011 bis fingers and feasting
him with the good tilings in store for all such. Mr.
Raymond has offended the republicans and the Tribune; but we do not see that lie lias delighted the
democrats very much. Every one must respect him
all the more because the republicans distrust and
abuse him ; but bo is yet merely " under conviction,"and wo prefer to wait a little before inviting
him to democratic retreats, where I10 may be shieldedfrom the lather and razors of the Tribuiiu-ehop.
Law and Okdkr..The abolition journals arc terriblyallocked at the failure of the grand jury of

Charleston, Honth Carolina, to find bills of indictmentin the matter of the Echo and the captured Af-
ncans earned into that port. \\ e know nothing ol

tint testimony brought before the jury ; but conceilingit to have been sufficient to establish the guilt of
the parties, it is perfectly clear that the authorities
referred to have grossly neglected to discharge their
duly in tlio premises, llut it looks queer enough to
see the Tribune and its higher-law associates holdingup to public reprobation the people of South
Carolina for not rigidly enforcing the law. The partieswho set all law at defiance, not in an accidental
s n t of way, but deliberately- by resolutions of pubicmeetings, by political platforms and creeds, by
precept and example, in Kansas, in Cincinnati, Detroit,Chicago, everywhere in the free States now

complain of the failure of a grand jury in a southern
city to enforce the statutes of Congress The Huron
rescuers- the directors of tho underground railroads,the men who teach and preach that it is a sin

against Heaven to hold political relations with slaveholders.are dissatisfied with the Charleston jury,
without knowing a word of the testimony before
that tribunal in the Echo case. After all, however,
it. is rather a good sign. Perhaps the abolitionists
are willing to come to a general understanding that
hereafter tho laws shall be enforced, "though tho
heavens fall." Has the "higher law" been repealedt

Hon. John C. Hreekinridgo, of Kentucky, arrived
in this city yesterday evening, and lias taken rooms

at the National Hotel. He is in excellent health.

Hon. Wis ilarksdale, of Mississippi, was invited by
icsolutiiin of the Lou*, of representatives of that fate,
oil the 2Cth ult., to ilettro ay address on the polities of
the Uulon Mr. Hniksdalo, in reply, stated that lie
would cheerfully have accepted the invitation byt jo? the
pressure of indispensable engagements requiring his immediatedeparture for tho sceno of his duties at Washington.

'Hie marine losses of tho year 1858, thus far. are less
than half tho amount of last year. Tho value of the

RE11U AM' bX'UADOll THE OlllO i A Of THE
WAR.

[from tU* CUrrespoudenl uf Uio f*kuyunc at I'.iasuu, Oct. IV ] ()1
The readers of tuy Koutli American correspondence iu (c,

the Picayune have uoticed tliat a misunderstanding be- f.
twceu Peru aail licuadoi has been, from utouth to mouth, r,
assuming a more HUgry appearance, until it could actuctilygo to a farther extreme without eventuating in blood- tj
shed. it wins reported a few weeks since that the mattersat issue were likely to be uiuicubly settled, but the 0|
hews by the last steamer from the South i'ucilic coast does w
not lend truth to the rumor. As, if a war should ensue
bctw een the two republics, Bolivia, Chili, mid Venezuela j|
may possibly become complicated, it may be interesting
to your readers to understand the origin aud progress uf (p
the imbroglio, aud so 1 have dotted down the fuels for
them. i m
The proximate causa of the difficulties between i'eru ul

and Ecuador was the huccauecring expedition of ex-

1'resideut Floras, with his California lillrhusters, against Vl
Uuuyaquil iu 1862, which it was charged that the then w

government of Peru, under the presidency of Eclteniquc, j,
sympathised with, mid even connived ut, liy uifording
shelter and aid to the vessels of the buccaneers in her 0|
ports. That piratical foray of Gen. Flore* against his
own country eventuated in un ignominious failure, but, w
of course, left much bad blood in Ecuador against l'eru.
Diplomatic relations tretweeu theiu, however, were soon

restored, aud Sefkor Saenz was sent as Peruvian miu- .j
itt.ir is Ltuitn Pedro Moncavo. and after him. Dr Krail-
cisco Agueiio, wore suut as Ecuadorian icpruscntati ves to
Lima. This uppai eutly amicable state of their relations
eontiuueil until (Jen. Castillo, through the agency of a

successful revolution, came into power in l'eru, in 1855.
Soon after, Gen. Mores, the hereditary enemy of the pre*
tint. ''dynastic'' party in Kctuulor, was offered an iiHyluui
in l'eru by President Costilla, and a pension wan awarded
to him, ostensibly for his services in tlie war ol independence.

Thin act of Costilla's won viewed by Ecuador us un-

neighborly and even hostile to her, us it brought her
iuo»t dreaded enemy in close proximity with her lion- ,

tiers, where dangerous facilities would be afforded hiiu
for fomenting new expeditions against the country and
lire constitutional order of things. The Ecuadorian
charge at Lima protested against these acts of l'eru ;

hut, receiving no satisfactory explanation, he demanded
his passports and went home, and Bettor Saenz was recalledfrom Quito in the early part of 1855.

This rupture of diplomatic relations continued until
1857, when Bettor Juan Cclcstino Cavern arrived in Quito
as minister resident ol l'eru. lie made his diplomatic
debut by sending a despatch to the Ecuadorian government,couched in ruthur an imperious tone, on tlie subjectof the territorial limits of the two republics, accompanyingthis first communication with a bellicose protest
against the "alienation" of territory within u district of
country comprising neatly tho moiety of Ecuador, and
extending northward and westward to l'apellucta, almost
in sight of the city of Quito.all which area he claims is
in between the countries, anil ought nut to he occupiedby either until their respective claims arc luspcctivelyail indicated.

IJy way of elucidation it may here be remarked, that t
the holders of a certain class of old Colombian bonds, for
which Ecuador became proportiouably liable, agreed to
receive wild lauds in part liquidation of their elaitus
and it was against the allotment of lands under this arrangementthat bettor Cavero protwsted. In further explanationof the present imbroglio it is proper to state,
thai soon after the appealance of Heuor Cavero in Quito,
Col. Andreas Maria Alvarez, a native of Venezuela, hut
who married in Lima, where he has been a resident for
more than thirty years, tame also to Quito with a commissionus charge d'affaires from the then government of
Caracas. The sole object of Alvarez's mission, it appearedin the sequel, w;ls to advance ceitaiu pecuniary claims
which ex-l'rcsident Eloros, who is a native of Venezuela,
had mailt) against Ecuador, he having ostensibly ienouncedall political pretensions in the last named eountiy
And although the alleged purpose of Bettor Cavern's missionwas the adjustment of the bomulaiy question, it was

believed and publicly proclaimed by the best informed
persons in the capital (hut his main business was to hack
Col. Alvarez in his efforts to lay Ecuador under a contributionof not less than $.'<00,001) as indemnity to Mores
for alleged losses of property, Ac.; und the earnestness
and zeal with which Bettor Cavero obtruded himself into
the business pertaining to Col. Alvurez's mission, viz:
the claims and demands of Uen. Mures continued that
belief ill liis ulterior designs.
Muoh asperity of luiiguage was indulged in by both

Col. Alvarez and the cabinet at Quito in the discussion
respecting Elores's claims. Indued, souiu language was i
us< .1 by the latter side which might very readily Is- construedus insulting to the Peruvian nation and after
Col. Alvarez's mission had been cut short, and ho had
left the country under "protest," Bettor Cavero took up
tho cudgels in an augry and embittered corrc8|x>ndcncc li
witii tho Ecuadorian government, hy way ol' rerouting 1
the atVront offered in language in despatches add re.Bind to lj
Col. Alvarez., tho "representative of Florus," mi he was f.
couimonly called. Befior Cavero boeanie no wholly ah- c
sorbed in thiii now and (so fur as his < stensiblo mission ii
was concerned) side issue, that it was liis unwarrantable
assumptions and undiplomatic abruptness in this last cor- ii
respoudenco which led to a suspension of diplomatic in- r
tercourse with him, and on tlio occurrence ol which lie e

retired to Guayaquil, wliere lie was directed by his gov- r
erniueiit to await further instructions. c

Itocurring to his boundary discussion, it appears he c
wrote a confidential letter to befior Orejuela, the New
(iranudian consul in Quito, in which ho indulged in most o

extraordinary declarations and assumptions, alleging col- t
lusive octB and ulterior designs on the. part of tlio diplo- t
mutic agents us well as the governments of Great Britain u

and the United States against the rights and sovereignty v

of l'eru in tho region of the Amazon liver, Ac., Ac.; and ]
the letter concluded with an unequivocal intimation that, t
so soon as Gen. Castllla should succeed in suppressing the t
Vivauco revolution at Arequipa, tho Peruvian war murine t
would take possession of the port and city of Guayaquil, |
as an argumenluni ail hmnincm in favor of the claims of Peril
to the southern |s>rtion of Ecuador. This letter found o

its way into the Bogota newspapers, and was thus bruited
to the world, In violation of tho confidential injunctions
of Seiior Cavero, as he alleges ; hut lie does not deny its i

authenticity. This strange diplomatic interlude of course

brought down the American and English ministers in \
Ecuador upon tho heiul of their l'eruvian colleague, in a [
eoiTespondenco sullieiently iipieed and somewhat atteriuatod.}

As 1 said, Seiior Cavero was at Guayaquil, awaiting or- i
dors from Lima. About the 28th ult., two Peruvian
stcumors of war, tlie Lou and tho Tumhcs, arrived in the \
Guayaquil river with despatches from Lima in regard to H
the iiuhruglio botweon the two goverumetits, and comprising,as many surmised, an ultimatum in relation v
thereto. These despatches were sent hy special express |
to Quito, and tlio answer was awaited with intense unx-
iety at Guayaquil, but hud not reached there at the sailingof the mail steamer thence on the morning of the 2d \
Inst.

It should be stated in this connexion that the cabinet
at Quito, on suspending diplomatic intercourse with SefiorCavero, commissioned a plenipotentiary, in the per-
son of Seder Francisco Pablo leaza, Minister of Fi- t
nance, to proceed to Peru to effect an adjustment ot n
tlie pending difficultieH, if possible ; and tho fact that nt t
the last dates from Lima. Seiior leaza's mission was not

suspended, leaves room to hope Unit the question* nt
insue iniiy yet have a peaceful solution. lint there nre

many persons in l'eru, of a good deal of influence, who
are endeavoring to bring about a war, to subserve rcvo-

lutionury purposes. They believe that a war against
Ecuador would Imperil the rule of Costilla, as after he
bad sent away a considerable portion of bis troops and
found foreign employ for bis marine, Kcbeniquc olid bis
friends would improve tho occasion to assert bis right to
the presidential chair, from which lie was ousted in 1855
by its present ]M«sesSor. It would seem that Costilla
ought to lai astute enough to spoil this scheme by adopt-
ing a conciliatory course with Ecuador ; but late sue-

CQesea may have turned his head a little, so that he is
prepared to leap Into the gulf towards which his enemies
ure leading Inn!

There is no doubt in case of war that Costilla could
tike Guayaquil, and hold it for u while, hut lie (amid go
no further. There is not much in the way of s|M>ils for
Peruvian soldiers and officers in Ecuador. A South
American soldier lights well enough when anybody Is to
hu rp^bed, and South Am i icon ofheers have no objections
to " pitch m" at home, in the way of a revolution that
shall turn their |mHticul enemies out of place and turn
tlieiu in. Hut their patriotism is not sufficiently strong
to stand the test of gunpowder unless it is incited by"*
certainty of immediate personal gain Kb, taking into
consideration the (npf, that /'eru would have to tight not
onlv Ei uiulor. hut nossiiilv Bolivia and Cliili, ami cor

tuioly F/')i'ii)i.jnr iiDii hit puiJ, i rliink J|u> wrjght j*
Hltogothor on the «i<li> of i» peaceful termination of f.ljo
dUpiilo. 1

In the n»e«n (lino, I', muioi ix *> 4)ing to tlu: ritc-ut of v

her ability. II in Huid nIio already Imx Jl>,(too men pee- f
l>ure<1 for the tight. Of course, in this *Uto of Uiingn, (]
1 iiihiin ss throughout (ho little republic is completely pur- \
glyicd, and agricultural iiml inclur>triul pnrHuit* are touch >

nceloctcd, tl)iiu Hdiling greatly to tho poverty of u people c

who, at br«t, have DO surplus of the world's goods. ii

SOiriJ J'ASS WAOUX-ltOAJJ KXl'EbtTlOX. I
' \

ir.wta tlif Ft ljeui* yteputiliciiu, NV»v. *9.]
Superintendent Y. W. Lander, of the United State*
reiland wugon-roud expedition, arrived here yesterday,
"in the JS;n ky mountain*, unit we are enabled to lay bereout reader* vuluuble information of thin important
>ute. the more dilheult mountain uection* of which have
mil explored, xurveyed, and cat iled to completion dn- ^
ng the contingeucie* of the Mormon war.

Under the appropriation of $'!oO.OOO, placed in charge
the I>epai tineut of Interior, lor the cotiuti uctioii of a '

agon road to CaRfomia, for the benefit of the overland ^
uigration, an expedition wan organised in the upring of
io7, of which Col. W. M. F. Magraw waa aupei intend- ^
it, Fred W. Lander, chief eugineer, aud J. K. Annan
slnirdiig agent
Tire present Kuperintcndent went in advance of the

^
niin expedition with a amall party, to explore and lay
nt the i'<huI im chief cuginuer. Hie eminent success in ^
lis undertaking was referred tu in our coluiuns of No-
mber Iuat. Two great cut-oft routes were discovered, j
hlch iliorteiied the old uaturnl emigrant loud many
ivs' travel. It was decided by the Deportment of the j'
iterior to attempt the continuation of the northernmost
f these routes, because it avoided nearly all *treams re- ()
Hiring luidges or forrioe, and was well wooded and ^
ale red throughout its length, passing ninth of the destplains of the old road, near the South i'uss.
It was also proposed to forward this work witli all |tosblealacrity, as the yearly toils paid by the overland ^

migration amounted to neurly the estimated cost of this,
re mountain division. White these uriangeuients were

ending, Col. Mugtuw, who lnnl arrived at the mountains
L too late a jteriod In the season to commence work on

:ie loud, with a patriotism which does him honor, joined 11

itli such of iiis employees us chose to volunteer in the
tuks of the Utah army, lie carried with liim the anifslsunil supplies oi tlie Interior Department, tlieu stored "

Jjaceiit to tlie work, and ready for immediate service In
mi spring.
On hearing this intelligence, a now expedition was ini- M

lediately organised by the Secretary of the Interior, unertlie iHrection of Chief Kngincer Lander, us suporinaident,which went into the field in April last, and, hy
inking forced marches, although encountering several '

iiow-storms, and the ibilicultics of iiigli water, laached "

lie work, one thousand miles from tlie Missouri border, "

t tlie earliest practicable inoincut of commeueing labor
1 the spring, and without the loss of a man or an uni- "

lal. Tlie expedition iuul travelled without an escort,
lid tho working parties were placed in the country of
lie friendly Shoshoticos, without anticipation of molcstaionfrom any quarter. The Mormons had often assured "

Ir. Lander, who is the well-know n Pacific railroad exlorer,and especially when in tho cojuutry the year be- ''

ir.. tli.it i.v.ai in emit, of litVic.iiltvf with lriivrrninent

Iiey would never barm or prevent the pro^retui of m»y
,-ork of public ati'ity like that 011 wliiph lie van engaged. ''
11 fact, a few weeks later, after tlio return of the Mor- J'
:1011a from their migutory movements towards the south,
bout tifty of them came up and worked throughout the
eaaon ou the wagon read.
The road was completed early in October. It is three ''

lundreil aud tifty miles in length, extending from the
louth l'ass, in a direction south of west, to City Hocks,
tear the head of Humboldt river, and being equally fa- J.'orabio for the passage of both the California and Oregon
migrant travel. Some idea of the amount of the work 14

hj] formed by the expedition may he gained from the foljwingschedule:
Forty miles of heavy yellow-pine timber cut out

nd removed ; seven bridges, two block houses, arid two
orrals erected ; 'J2.000 cubic yards of earth, loose rock,
nd ledge excavated and placed in embankment; 11,000
iiiles travelled by the,same set of mules which started
10m the States.
A light travelling wagon train passed over the new

^
oad from the South l'ass to the City Hocks, thirty live j
niles per .dny ; heavily loaded trains, twenty live and
hirty miles per day. Kmigiants can camp whole they
hoose, and find wood, water, aud grass abundant. 'J bo s(
>est laying up places for large trains are at I'iney Valley, j
ilnety miles west of Gilbert's station, South l'uss, and at

^
kilt Hiver valley, ou the western slope of the Wahsateh
noun tains, 1-iO miles from the South l'ass. In Salt Hiver ^
alley will he found large fields of very superior salt. ^
fountain trout aliound in all the streams west of the

(|
outh L'ass, aud were caught in seines and salted for the

^
ise of tlie expedition. >1
The slopes of the mountain section are very easy, and

10 portion of the new load requires the doubling of

, , , ,
n

'Ihe Humboldt river Indians, reported as having killed £
migrants and robbed the mail, were visited by Mr. Lanier,with u party of eight men, before the arrival of Su- jle.rintendent Forney, who lias since visited them. They
lenied having molested the mail, and passed a number of

a
lie wagon road employees through their tiibe to CaliforliaIt may be gratifying to their friends in the Last to
am that with ttiis party went the State of Maine lumlermeu,hired in ltangor for cutting out tlie timber and
luilding tlie bridges of the new road. They per-
armed this task with great vigor and energy, and re-

(J
eived certificates of good conduct 011 leaving the work at t
ts completion. v
A large portion of tlie amount appropriated for build- ^

ng this grand mountain division of the South l'uss road
emains unexpended, and from tlio promptness which lias ^huraeurised tlie operations of the Secretary of tlio lute- j
ior in organizing tlie expedition of the work, has been

a
ompletcd in eight, instead of eighteen lnonthc, tlio time t
ii'iginally anticipated. %

As the Mormon war is now over, and the emigration (
ii tiiis important route will undoubtedly l>e very large
lie ensuing summer, tlie importance of the completion of ^
iiis road can be readily estimateil. The cmigrati jii not

.......... I...,-,.I
V"""'J 1" """" .. vvuu«;

it'll watered unil grossed, unit entirely avoids the a!kit- £
inn plains of the south, the passage of which has hitherocaused such gieat loss of stock, estimated us uever less
hull 2"> per cent, of the whole-number driven. The
oils of the ferries and bridges of the old road heretofore
mid by emigrants amounted to $14 per wagon, without
eferenee to loose animals. Indeed, it is maintained by
;ood judges that, in every year of large emigration, a

renter sum is expended or lost by emigrants than the
onstruction of the cut-off road has cost the governnent.
The names of the officers of the expedition arc Win.

.Vaguer, engineer John 11. Ingle, disbursing clerk ; it.
llureho and Alexander Mitchell, all of the advance

xploring party of last year. It L. Poor and Melchior
1. long, assistant engineers James Snyder, coininissuy,1. ('. Campbell, general assistant, returned to Salt
/ike in charge of the Mormon employees. William
Vest remains in charge of the expedition near St. Joeph'g,Mo.
Mr. Lander will go diroctly to Washington, where he

vill report and write an emigrant guide of the new road,
lo recommends sending a small train over it next season

u advance of the emigration.
UPORTA ST LAND SUIT IN WESTERN VIRGINIA.
A heavy land suit is being tried in the circuit court of

vanow ho county, Virginia, in which Messrs. Kmilie and
buries Dumas, 10. Lnoouturo and D'Hue do Monsignon,

,ru nil suing each other for a piece of land, of which tile
Cuuawliu Star gives the following history
"It appears that in the year 1831 Col. James Swan,

if Boston, died ill Paiis, Franco, seised and possessed of
cry large tracts of land lying and situated in the counicsof llandolph, Harrison, Wood, Kanawha, Green
hiar, Bath, Tylor, Logan, Boone, and other counties H
vest oftl ic Allegheny mountains, in Virginia ; that these
rivets, in the aggregate, contained upwards of two million ,
icres of laud ; that after the death of Col. Swan these t
nods became forfeited to the Commonwealth, for non-

myiuvllt of laxes, amouiiting to sonio $70,000. In the
rear 18.'W, it was made known to the general assembly
if Virginia that Col. Swan had rendered service to the t
'nited States in our revolutionary struggles with (Ireut t
tritain, and had boooino indelitod in large sums of money ^
« officers in the French army, his old cou>panion8-iu-
a ins, and lias, in his last will, directed tlrnt his large
unded estate in Virginia should l>e mild to pay IiIh crodtorsUio money thus borrowed. These facts being made '

tnbwn, the legislature of Virginia, very g nerously and t
Magnanimously, on the loth of March, 1838, passed an .

ict euuveyilig all the lands forfeited to the State, aslx!- j
ore mentioned, to one .lohn l'etcr Dumas, In trust, for
he benefit of the creditors of .lames Swan, which credit-
irs were mostly frenchmen, residing in France."
The litigants nil claim to have bought the claims of the

Tench creditors, to a greater or less extent, and are su- 8

ng each other and Josiali Itandal].that gentleman Jiav- 1
iig a i'lalin of against the |anij, as trhs(Hi aplolntedby the Kanawha court. The Suit will soon be dc- u

hied.
________________a

Holt .lohn .I < rittenden, who is sojourning at the Sf. y,
jieholas Hofel, Mew ^'ork, on his way to Washington,
raa wnifed ppop on Wduetday (list )iy the dclegatjon 'l

roin t|ie whig general committee and pi!.sei|tf'd wjtli ml R
lltsses from Unit body and the .\shlanders' Associatioi).
Ir fiiltemhiii replied jn an eloipient and hngtli'iifd
ddress He disclaimed any intention of becoming a '
andidute for the presidency, and refused to accept the i
iomination. u

OJfDirtOX OF rilt: SOVTllFRX t'.U lt'K' XMt
HOA IK

(Fruity Hi-- St. JLmii- BepubJtaW, Uoc. I.J
At a reueut mecllnp' of tliu New Oilcans abacriber* to

if stuck of tlie southern Pacific railroad, Colonel Mills
aide sonic interesting mill encouraging statements eon-

ruing the condition and prospeut* of this road From
is statement wu learn lii.it the parties who liutl forfeit
ic sale of the io.ul in Texas bod Isa-n constrained by
it.lic o|»iuiou in Harrison county, and the country gen-
ally, to agree to a compromise, tin- Iscis of which hml <

nil piojiosfd by Dr. rowlke*. 'I'hu U itns weru that
coiuiuittcc of Uvo gentlemen should U: appointed to
ly down the conditions of liio Compromise, anil both
arties entered into Itonds of $.">00,000 to abide by til. dc
siou of the committor. The live gentlemen were select-
1 on account of their well-kuowu intelligence and
itegrity, and there could lie no tjtiesUon that they
otiid do their duty iu good faith to all parties. Their
nard had ulieiuiy been published. Its most impoit.int
uture was that the stockholder slioulil provide for the
nvment of tlie amounts due to the company, which had
>rced the sale, lu three, live, and seven mouths. Tin:
mount of claim* Hindu In the selling company was $327,
III), hut he had no douht I lie committee would reduce

total amount of their claims to $200,001) There
ere some debts due by the company not iududed, but
ley did not amount to much, lie thought that tin:
leeting, on examining the state of lite atlairs of the un

ertaklng, would lie satisfied that tliey were in a very
hulesomo condition, notwithstanding the maimer in
llicll they luul been mismanaged. | I

The company lias twenty dive miles of Ami V^^^klcu
ad in running order, at a c< st of $22,(ml) pei^^^e.
orth, therefore, $530,000 ; of land accruing; they have
5(?,000 acres, which, at the low estimate of $5 ncr acre,
ill produce $1,080,000, making a totul of $1.630,000.
leductiug $100,000 for the indebtedness of the company,
ir above tin mark, as well us could be ascertained,
rouhl leave $1,230,000 of uninctimbured assets. On the
ampletlon of lil'ty miles, at a corresponding cost, making
le amount of its value $1,100,000, there will la- 512,-
00 acres of laud accruing, which, ut the same rate, will
e worth $2,500,000, and the State loan of $200,000
inking the total of the assets then $3,t)ti0,000. 'Ibis

louldhe all ample lce-is on wLicli to build the next
fty miles at a cost of $1,000,000; am], in a like, 1

r rather in a much greater, ratio, tlie means ol
ho company will he augmented as the work progresses.
in the completion of the road to the ltio (irumlc, n

istance of 700 miles, at a cost of $20,000 pel' mile, it
rouhl represent assets to the value of $14,000,000 the
md accruing, 7,108,000 ucres, at the very low average
f $7 50, would represent $53 TtiU,,000 and the cost ot
mlding the road being paid, there would lie assets to
lie amount of $311,700,000 in the possession of the coin-

any, and one of the liest paying toads in the world. The
nad extended to the Pacific, a distance of 800 miles from
il Paso, at a cost of $30,000 jier mils, would still leave
lie company $15,000,000 of assets ; and 1,500 miles of
aad completed, the annual revenue from which, allow
lg $3,000,000 a year for lepaiis lie bad roughly esliuiftLahut$12,500,000, or $15,500,000 in gross; namely,
roin 150,000 travellers, which is fewer than those who
ow cross the continent, at $70 c-aeh, $10,500,000 from
eight, $3,000,001); from transportation of mails, triHiiis,
ubsistence, and material of war, $2,000,000.

VALUE OF AMEUlC'Ay HISTORY.

[From ttiu l'lilia.lclph a ledger.]
Kvcry day brings to light new facts showing the in

ortanceof some of those principles developed as no'hereelse in American history. Some few years ago,
)r. Neander, about the most accurate and impartial
'liter of church history of any uge, (a sort of man w lio.se
uincuse learning was only equalled by his comprchenivephilosophy,) persuaded one of his favorite pupils to
it down and write the history of some of the religious
truggles and movements in America, Isith in a psycho

gicalpoint of view, and in their relation to the history
f the Christian life.
But when the younger historian Bet to woik, he found
necessary, or at least highly desirable tirst of all, to

tke quite a full view of the rise of the New England colnies.Dr. Neander concurred in this opinion, and the
suit has la-en the production of a work, endorsed in all

.8 essential features by Neander himself; and which is
uhlished in Germany to exhibit, "by contrast." tlie
vils they suffer 1'ioin intermingling ecclesiastical with
oliticol stfairs, and to assist a cause for which they long,
he emancipation of the Church from the Slate.
One small volume on the Theocracy of New England

as liceii already published, and republished for us in
toston, translated by Mrs. Comuit, showing how the ructionfrom the one-»ided principle of a Church theocracy
clped to tiling about the Bllbscquenl total separation of
Ihurolt and Stale in Now England.
The great point which Neander and his friend have

iined to illustrate is this "That all the interests of humilityshould bo allowed each its tight and free development,according to its own peculiar laws that no one of
hem he Bocriticed for another." This is the principle
illicit those laborious thinkers find illustrated in the hisoryof New England as nowhere else. Chevalier Bimen,almost equally distinguished for historical research,
he friend of Nieburh, and lately the Prussian ambassador
0 the court of Croat Britain, recently produced the ex

mplo of the struggles and triumphs of religious liberty in
bis country, ns worthy of all attention, and exhibiting
lie proper lesson for Germany ut this moment; namely,
he freedom of the Church from Statu control or coercion,
rid the freedom of O.ieh religious congregation to manage
ts affairs in its own way.

It often seems to those who are going through any
Teat struggle that their hdsirs arc very arduous, and
heir success at (lie time small. But no man knows what
s involved in the struggle for any great right. It affects
lie whole subsequent history of the world of mankind,
'he very errors and mistakes of good men, by exhibiting
,11 tin: possible outworkiugs of greut ideas, and the argttnentsand results of antipodal principles, are not lost,
'bey serve us U.-ucon-lights in till subsequent history
,ud one nation thus furnishes examples and precedents of
lie greatest value to all others. Mr. H. E. I'hdeii, Ne
,niler's firultgf, linrls it necessary to begin away buck ut
1I- It.... I.. l-'..<rlao.l I ll'wl t> I" Fill toll,..

nit lli<! Hint development nl tlm Puritan element, tin-
Irownists; ltobinson ami his Leyden congregation, their
migration in the Muyllower, and their attempt In Met up
theocraey in New Ktiglund. lie iloen lull justice to the

ol'ty and devoted piety and disinterestedness that coneivedand executed nil this. But then he goes on and
races tlie history of the founding of Providence to linger
iVilliauix and the decided opposition which he comncnccdagainst every forln of union of Church and State.
VII is done most impartially.
The testimony of the Quakers anil their sulforlngs are

dsn protrayed. In fact, all the mischievous results upon
lersecutors and persecuted, of religions oppression, tuningin tlie gradual dostruetion of the Church and State
loctrino, are fairly shown. No other hisLory ever so

iomplctely allowed tlie absurdity of the union of ecclo-i
iuslicnl and civil government, though tlie history of al-i
mist every country might exhibit a greater amount of
lime and suffering resulting from it. But it probuldy
levor oe"Urred to those who sutTercd, and to those who
ternly and conscientiously persecuted, that their con-
luct was to fotrn a guiding light in all tlie future history
>f tlie world, to lead, tirst Kiigluud, and then Germany,
veil Turkey, and by degrees the whole world, to those
deas of religious lilierty which are tire highest glory of
inr country mid of our age, and tlie safe ami sure prrcurorsof all civil freedom.
Tho advantage of having accurate and truthfal hlsto-

Luis is also here illustrate 1, for it is tliut which makes
lie whole struggle of such immense value to the world.

1'khsonal. Hon. Thomas Boeock and family of Vir(inia,Hon. Thomas lluflin and Alfred Scales jr. of N'ortii
Carolina, Hon. Benjamin KiUpittrick and family, Hon.
teorge S. Houston, Hon. Kli S. Shorter and family, Hon.
Vugustus It Wright, lion. Sydenham Moore, and Hon.
iVilliaiiiKon K W. Ooidi an<l lady of Alaliania, Hon Jno.
). C. Atkins, of Tsnnessea, Hon. Juo, C. Mason of Kenticky,Hon. Otho It Singleton and family of MiMURsippi,
aid Major Stcern, United States aruiy, are at Browns'
Jotcl.
Hon. Simon Cameron and Hon. G. A. Grow of Pennylvatiia,Hon Justin Morrill of Vermont, Hon Win. 11.

Ceiscy and Hon. It. K Kenton of Ww York, Hon. W.
devenson of Kentucky, ami lion. Schuyler Colfax ar>d
*dy of Indiana, are at tlie National.
JJon J. A- Staljwortli of Alabama, Hon. .John M.

lamlklgo of Louiatanu, Hoi). Paul Leitly of Pennsylvania,
fld fjon. J. fi. 'lliouipton of Kentucky, are nt the Kirkk-ooH1 louse.
Hon. [Awrenco W. Hall of Ohio, Hon. If. Maynanf of

.VnnwHce, ami Ifon. Kdward Warren trf Arkansas, aji;
t the jTnited K(at«-, }{ot«-|.
Hon .lolm C!oc|ifai|«, Ifoi). Kdward Hodd, and Hon K

I Morgan of New Yoik, Hon \Y- S Qmpsheck of Ohio,
ion. lily Moore of Kansas, and ('apt. Karren U. 8. A
re at WllUrde' Hotel.

LATER FROM SEH MEXICO.- FORT DEft I
ANCE ATTACKED H) THE lSUIASs

[Kroiu luc til. Joavph * tally u»2clio, Nov. -7.)
We luvu been |H'i inilltxl to »oe a letter written to t

gentleman in tliis city, dated Santa b'e, October til»t, |u
» l,i. It tic WUI.-I s\ile» tit it low. o ,L, i. eci veil II. tlm
ity the evening prevlotia of til attiuk upon b'ort Defo
nice by the Navajoc Indiana '1'lie Indians wire re
|>uised willi u loan «>l ntioiit ninety killed the troo[«iiiitaining u lost of four uieu. The Indians also iWova
>tf h huge number t>f horses belonging to the govern
moot.
The emigrants who were attacked at tl e crossing of the

'olormlo by the Mohave Indians arrived at Albu<|ueri|u«
n a destitute condition, having lost about eight Inn.
lml heail of cuttle, homes, and mules, together with, all
their provision and ei)uip]>age Their wugoln were ktt I
>ii tlie l.'ololado, and they had to n't urn to Alhui|ui'igue B
>ii foot n distance of iwar tiOU miles nearly milied ami (1
.V tl.lsu to aet hut llMfSi B
The war iu New Mexico will prohublv be one of biug

Juration, mid it will require mora troupe than are uow lu
lliat country to bring the Indiana to subjection At the
present time the Navsjoes, Muhuvcs, aud Diggeis are all
hostile to tin) whites, and will not miss an op|K>rtunity of
utting off any small party that may attempt to j^e
through their couutry. t
The California mail, under contract of Barrow, 1'ortei

St Co left Snlihi Fe for Stockton on tire 25th ultimo, iu
charge of Mr. Willlnro C. Smith and fourteen men, who
ire determined to go through if possible. Fears am entertainedat Suntu Fe that the returning mail party hum
California upon that route may lie cut oil by the Indian,
of Colorado. In all probability they have received
int^|^pi'-e at the other end of thu route of tire utludr
made upon the emigrant parly, and will he wail pn jailed
for uny emergency.

LAM) WAKHANTS.

GxNKJtAT. LAND Otncm,
Washington, 1). C., Nov. 18, 1858.

(ilCN'tT.EMKN In reply to the questions propounded in
r'our letter of the 15th Inst., 1 iiave to state ;

1. That a pi (' emptor coo locate two warrants for si)
teres each on a quarter section of laud, containing liil)
icivh( to which he lias a valid pre-emption claim but
die application for the location must, in the case ot each
(variant, disciibc the j>m mr hulf-qiiar er section on which
the wuirnnt is to be located.

2. A pre-emptor can use one warrant for 80 acres and
i>ll)0 iu murrey in satisfaction for his pre-emption claim
to a qtiurtor section containing ltil) acres but the (variantmust bo surrendered in satisfaction for one-halt
punter section, and the money must bo applied to tint
purchase of the other half-quarter section.

3. He can locate one warrant for 120 acres on three
quarter-quarter sections, and one 40-acre warrant on the
remaining quarter-quarter section embraced in liis prseruptionclaim.

4. He o;i i 1orate u warrant lor 120 acres on three quarter-quartermotions embiaecd in his claim, ami |ray lot
the remaining quarter quarter section with $60 in money,

5. A locator upon lauds held at $2 50 per acre (railroadlands) can locate his warrant lor 120 acres on three
40-arro tracts, by paying the excess price of $1 25 with
cash, and ho can then locate iris war rant for 40 acres ou
the remaining tract in like manner.
That is, each warrant location must distinctly describe

the tracts containing tiro numlrer of acres called for by its
face, and no more but it tire locator finds it to bo iris in
terest to surrender his warrant for M0, 120, or 160 acres
for a tract or tracts of laird containing a fraction less than
the quantity culled for by the face of tire warrant, liu can
do so, but ire must take the hind in full satisfaction for
Iris warrant.

It is believed that tire foregoing contains a lull answer
to all questions presented in your latter above attended

to. Very respectfully,
THOS. A.' HENDRICKS,

Commissioner of the General Land Office.
Messrs Thompson Hkotukhh, New York.

JillAZ11,1AN COMMERCE.

[Krulu llie O' Coroto Marcautile of R n ilo -Inn Irs.)
I.et us now present some statistical data of tiro Brazilinncommerce during several years past. For eleven

years- viz., from 1K47 to 1857, inclusive the Uiri
ted States exported to Brazil (ltlo do Junuiro,) 2,590,676
barrels of Hour in tire last throe years, viz., 1655, '56,
and *57, tiny ex] sifted 884,906 barrels. Dining tliu
same eleven years they received from lhuzil 9,566,925
bags of codec, and in tlie last three yeais, 1865, '66, and
and '57, 3,209,040 hags.

liy estimating the barrel of dour in Brazil at *10 per
barrel, the bag of coffee in the United States ut $16 per
bag, the value of the exported codec iu the United
States, during eleven years, was $143,314,825
Exported flour 26,906,161)

Difference - 117,138,565
And during the tlrieo years, 1865, '56, and '67, tlio

value of imported coffee was $48,414,461)
Exported dour -- 8,849,630
Difference 39,294,831)
For the last year, 1667, them were exported from the

United States to Brazil 365,858 barrels o! flour, and received901,374 bags of coffee, which, estimate as atiovc',
will give tlie following result
Value of imported coll'ee $18,620 fit
Vulue of exported flour 3,668 68

Difference 9,962 03
is-t us now for a moment consider the ratio of inci cuss

of tlio exchange of those staple articles which constitute
iu« M IliUljMll v"<fill Ilit'l 1.1" IK:tI Mil' IWU COlUlUlCtf. IU

1817 there were shipped from the United States to Brazil
(iUo <le daneiro) 180,848 barrels of flour, and ill 1857,
458,858 barrels, which givcH an iunrcaxo of almost 100
per cent. In 1817 the Hailed .States reeo zed from Brazil
729,742 bags of colVee, and in 1857, 801,1)74 bugs the
latter year lieiiig an exceptionable one, compared with
former onen. The real iuereuMU for eleven years was only
10 per cent.
Whilst Brazil during the above tpenlioued years receiv-

'

ed hum the United Stales 2,509,076 barrels of their, it
received from Kurope and all other countries 27.'), ID
barrels viz scarcely a ninth part of the whole amount
In 1857 Brazil imported from the United Stales 355,858
barrels, and from Kurope, only 15,846 viz: a

twenty-third part.
We have stated already that duilng the three years,

1855, '56, and '57, Brazil exported to the United States
3,209,640 hugs of cotl'ee, and during the same period to
Kurope and other parts 3,279,909 h.tgs, the quantity
shipped for the United States being almost equal to tlmt
exported to Kurope and til 1 other parts. And whilst ill
1857 there were exported to the United States 901,374
bags cotl'ee, Kugland received only 445,996 bugs, or less
than the half, it is, therefore, heyoud any doubt tlmt
the United States are eminently the grout customers of
Brazil. The money transactions resulting from this cotiderahlecommercial exchange lietwcen Brazil and the UnitedStates are transacted almost entirely by way of England.The coffee trade of Brazil is steadily increasing,
and lias admirably done so, if we take into account th«
difficulties against which it hud to struggle for muny
youis.

Thus, in 1820, the total export from Brazil was 97,600
hags, whilst in 1857 it amounted to 2,065,718. In tbir
ty-seven years it has increased twenty-two times. Had
the population and wealth of the United States during
this same period not increased in such an enormous proportion,the coffee trade of Brazil would not have given
the same result, as, also, should the Uuited States discontinueto he the customer of Brazil, that commerce
would almost entirely (.vase to exist.
Now, the tilna has arrived when the people of the UnitedStates have to consider, not how to withdraw their

custom. Imt how to increase their letnni trade with the
country with which they entertain such a considerable
commerce We have liaced tlie movement and actual
exchange of Hour anil colter. In what ixmition are the
people of the United States in reference to other interests,c no pared with other nations '

During the financial year of 18 -3 tliero entered the ports
of llrazil, proceeding from foreign ports, 2,222 vessel*,
With a tonnage of 708,807 j 002 Is, With
thiis, eamt) from Gfeat Brftain and Iter )*>88e8sions 111
witli 121,871 tons, came'front the United States.
The greater part of these 002 British veHaela wero

freighted with merchandise, whilst of the 343 vessels from
the United States the greater part were freighted with
floor ahd lumber.

In 1DJ( Brazil imported from Groat Britain fo tip'
amountof --$24,543,000
From the United States--- 3,72t>,ldll

Difference - - ... 20,816,46t>
And, wlii|st Liverpool scut us $7, .'>1)0,000, New ^oiW

sent us scarce!vD ;>o o«>o
.'..ii

The St. I<otus Republican at' PftciulMif Int. states
Flora Temple heat Reindeer In the great race which cam®
off near that city on the .'10th ult. A second match ww<

immediately made for Thmaday last.

A


